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Dear CLPC Family, 
 
As the New Year begins, we reflect on how faithful 
God has been this past year, but more than that, we 
look forward in hope to all that God will be doing in 
our lives and in our church.  We are excited about the 
endless possibilities in this upcoming year, and we ea-
gerly look ahead to how we can learn and serve and 
grow - together. 
 
We remember the words of the Prophet Isaiah, “See, I 
am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not 
perceive it? I am making a way in the desert and 
streams in the wasteland. (Isaiah 43:19)”  
 
And while we don’t know exactly what this “new 
thing” is, or how it will take shape, or what it will re-
quire of us, we can confidently place our trust in our 
faithful and powerful God.  Change can be frightening, 
but it can also be a place where hope thrives, where 
creativity shines, and where faith can grow.   
 
So as the New Year dawns, what are the new ways in 
which you will grow your faith?  What are the new 
ways you will get involved in the life of the church?  
How will we grow as a community, as we grow in our 
faith together?   
 
God is doing a new thing in the life of our church!  
Let’s do all that we can to perceive it and to live into it 
as we put all of our hope in the Lord. 
 
Your Pastors, 
 
Katie Cummings  
Tim Galligan 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Making the Ultimate Choices: 

Medical, Faith and Ethical Decisions 
 

In our continuing program of offering learning opportu-
nities as an outreach to the community, the next pro-
gram in the CLPC Keeping Current Lecture Series will 
focus on those life or death decisions that involve 
medicine, faith and ethics. The Rev. Steve Spidell, 
Chaplain to Out of Town Patients at the Medical Cen-
ter, and Ginny Gremillion, Director of Ethics Programs 
at Memorial Hermann Hospital, will discuss the roles 
of the chaplain and the ethics committee in the hospital 
as they assist patients and their families in coming to 
decisions about treatment for children, parents and 
spouses.  Questions such as how decisions are made for 
progressively more and aggressive (and risky) treat-
ment, cessation of treatment, and alternative care will 
be addressed.  How the person of faith makes those 
decisions when medical ethics and faith come into con-
flict will also be explored. 
 

The evening will begin with a light meal served at 6:30 
pm, followed by the program at 7 pm. After presenta-
tions by both the speakers, time will be provided for 
questions from the attendees. 
 

Childcare will be available for the very young and a 
planned program for children through fifth grade will 
be provided. Please make reservations for your children 
by contacting the church office at 281-488-6731 or 
email michelle@clpc.org. 
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Members and non-member families, single-parent families, and young couples, enjoy a night of 
fun on Friday, January 27, from 6:00-9:00 p.m. We'll have pizza, salad, snacks, cookies and 
soda for $10 per family, single-parent families $6. Children will have fun with Miss Bennie 
and the crew, with plenty of age appropriate activities in C101, while the grown-ups have fun 
playing games and hanging out in the CAPERNAUM CENTER! For more information and for 
child care reservations please call Sandy Campbell at 281-990-7417. 
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CLPC will again provide an opportunity for members to fill in and fully execute "Living Wills" 
and other essential health care documents. Local Outreach and the Deacons will again provide 
an evening of information and blank documents so that you can prevent a "Schiavo" outcome. 
You will need the addresses and phone numbers of people you choose to make decisions on your 
behalf. You will also need your driver's license and pens. We will discuss what the documents 
do and why one person may be more effective than another. If you already have the paperwork, 
but did not complete it last time, the paperwork will be the same, so bring it with you.  
  

Due to the tremendous response at our last event, it is clear we need more notaries willing to 
participate. If you know of someone, please have them contact Pam Merrill at Pammer-
rill@aol.com or 281-332-4801. Watch the fridge notes for the time and date! 
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CLPC'S Birthday Gift to the Community 
 

In response to the many blessings that we have experienced during our forty-one years 
of ministry in the Clear Lake area and beyond, we will be giving a birthday gift to the 
community. Last year our Mission Blitz was such a huge success that we are repeating 
it at your request!  
 

Every adult, youth and child in our CLPC family is encouraged to set aside two to four 
hours on Saturday, February 18th, as a time to serve others. Many of the activities can involve the entire family. Small 
groups might choose to work together. Watch for brochures with descriptions of opportunities.  
 

Please let us know if you have an idea for a birthday gift to the community so that adequate preparations can be 
made.  Please share what you will be doing and if additional people are needed to complete your project!  
 

Watch for current updates on opportunities from your Local Outreach committee.  
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Intermediate School 
 Jan 15 IMPACT resumes at 6pm 

First day to sign up for summer 
mission trip 
(paperwork and $100 deposit due) 

 

Jan 28 Movie Night after SNW 
 

High School 
 Jan 11 MidWeek resumes at 6:45pm 
 

 Jan 14-16 North Texas Celebration 
(Youth Cursillo) 

 

Jan 15 First day to sign up for summer  
mission trip 
(paperwork and $100 deposit due) 
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SUPPORT  GLOBAL  MISSIONS 

 
 

The Global Missions Committee of CLPC is offering  
the first in a series of five dated ornaments/medallions 
produced specifically for our church, depicting a panel 
of the stained glass window in the Capernaum Cen-
ter. The issue for this year (the year 2005) is 
$10.00. All profits go directly to CLPC Global Mission 
Projects. Your participation will provide increased sup-
port for the missionaries and their witness to the Gospel 
throughout the world. Order forms are available in the 
Welcome Center or from any Global Missions Com-
mittee Member. Members of the Com-
mittee are: Jim Luther, Alan Haggard, 
Sonya Cuclis, Sandy Sartorius, Sherri 
Verdone, Katie Blair, Colin Wright and 
Mary Ann Barnett. 

A  MESSAGE  FROM 
THE  WORSHIP  MINISTRY  

 
This note is especially for all the newer 
members of the church who have 
joined CLPC since the renovation of the sanctuary; but 
it’s also for people who attend regularly and for mem-
bers who didn’t get to participate the first time around. 

 

When we dedicated the newly reno-
vated sanctuary a couple of years 
ago, every family and person was 
invited to find, buy, or make a cross 
that had meaning to them, and join 
the congregation in putting them all 
up on the wall above the sanctuary 

foyer. The wall of crosses is a way to bring everyone 
together in expressing the glory of God at our church. 

 

At the time, the intention was to continue to invite new 
members to add their crosses to the wall. Somehow that 
got lost along the way, but we would like to renew the 
effort. If you are a new member of the 
church or an old member who hasn’t 
added your cross but would like to add 
to the collection, we invite you to do 
so. It can be a family heirloom, a cross 
that catches your eye in a store, or one 
that is handmade – any cross that has 
special meaning for you or your family. 

 

We invite you to find your cross, put your name on the 
back, and bring it to the church. You can leave it with 
the “frontliner” during office hours, or you can make 
arrangements with Darlene Staples, at 281-486-1115. 

WHAT  DO  PRESBYTERIANS  BELIEVE?  
 

Pastor's Class during The Teaching Hour 
Sundays at 10:15 in room L108 

January 8—February 25 
 
What makes the Presbyterian tradition distinctive?   
Why are we called the “frozen chosen?”  What is the 
deal with predestination, anyway? What do Presbyteri-
ans believe, anyway; aren’t all denominations pretty 
much the same? Great questions! Starting in January, 
bring these questions and others you have about Pres-
byterians to the Pastor’s Class. We will have a lively 
mix of teaching and discussion for this 8-week series.  
Pastors Katie Cummings and Tim Galligan will team 
teach, along with a special guest teacher or 
two. If you have been a Presbyterian for 
years, or are just now trying to figure them 
out, this class will be enlightening!  
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The history of the church is filled with peo-
ple who were instrumental in bringing about 
revival. Billy Sunday, Charles Spurgeon, 
John Wesley, and hopefully (your name 
here). Unfortunately, because history is so 

big, even a great  number of people can seem to pro-
duce very little results when spread out over two thou-
sand years. Charles Spurgeon said, “ Sin and hell are 
married unless repentance declares their divorce.” I 
once said, “Whataburger has a new value meal.” There 
is quite a bit of difference in the importance of these 
statements. Sometimes we tend to overlook the value of 
the small and insignificant. If someone offered you a 
million dollars or a small glass of water which would 
you take? I’m willing to bet you chose the million 
bucks. What if I asked that same question and you had 
been stranded in a desert for four days without water? 
All of a sudden the small and insignificant takes on a 
whole new meaning. To have a million dollars and be 
dead in the desert is not that appealing. In reality, you 
would be willing to pay a million dollars for that small 
glass of water to sustain your life with the hope of be-
ing rescued. 
 

The church is full of those who con-
sider themselves small and insignifi-
cant. They see very little value in what 
they do and what they have to offer. 
Fortunately, God does not compare us 
all to Billy Graham and Charles Spurgeon. Our ability 
to serve God is based solely on how we use the gifts 
God has given us. Consider for a moment that a huge 
aircraft is piloted by one man and to his side is his co-
pilot. On board are flight attendants who are responsi-
ble for making your trip as safe and comfortable as pos-
sible. There is also the food service company who pre-
pared the food you will be served. Before the plane de-
parts there is a ground crew who fuels the aircraft and 
follows a check list procedure to make sure everything 
is in good working order and that all scheduled mainte-
nance has been performed. You probably complained 
to anyone willing to listen about the line you had to 
wait in while metal detectors and dogs did their jobs. 
Before you boarded the plane you were ticketed and 
had your luggage checked. When you arrived at the 
airport there were parking lot attendants, traffic control 
officers, porters and any number of people who all 
work for your safety and benefit. I now have to ask an 
important question, which of the above mentioned ser-

vices are you willing to live 
without? Although, most are 
small and insignificant, are you 
willing to remove any from the 

equation? The fact is, not everyone is trained to fly the 
airplane, but it’s nice to know your luggage will be at 
your destination when you arrive. If it isn’t you will 
quickly learn to appreciate the importance of the small 
and insignificant. 
 

Obviously, not everyone is going to be a pastor, wor-
ship leader or missionary, but it’s nice to have hot cof-
fee at church on Sunday morning. As a worship leader, 
I appreciate the value of the crew who stays and puts 
up microphones and rolls up cables, and for the volun-
teers who pull music charts and make CD’s for the 
worship team. There are countless opportunities for 
service. The important thing is that we all do something 
and are not constantly wishing we were the pilot, and 
because we are not, we choose to do nothing. God does 
not look to amount of your ability, but rather how you 
choose to use your ability to his value. By the way, did 
I mention Whataburger has a great new value meal? 
 

—Robert Ashley is  
Saturday Night Worship Leader at CLPC 

 
 
 
 

 

CLPC will be enjoying "Lent in the Living Room", our 
Lenten Bible study, during March and April, 2006.  
The whole congregation is invited to study a series of 
passages in the Gospel of John, meeting in small 
groups in the homes of members, each of the 6 weeks 
between Ash Wednesday and Easter. This will be an 
opportunity to learn more about Jesus' journey toward 
the Cross, while getting to know 
each other a little better, too. Watch 
this space for more details! In the 
meantime, though, we need to re-
cruit more than 30 experienced (or 
jus t  w i l l i ng)  leaders  fo r 
t h e s e  L e n t e n  s m a l l 
groups. Training will be pro-
vided. We will also need homes 
willing to host a group.  If you are 
willing to lead one of these 6-week 
small groups for our Lenten Bible 
study, or to host a group at your 
home, please contact Pastor Katie Cummings (281-
488-6731, katie@clpc.org), Sheryl Mireles (281-280-
9154, SLMire@SWBell.net), or Phil Cummings (281-
282-9180, cummingsphil@msn.com), or be ready to 
say yes when one of them asks you to lead a group! 
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one of those ‘God-things’, as we’ve heard Pastor Jack 
call it. Both my children and I were blessed over and 
over again by the loving-kindness of this wonderful, 
godly, friend. She walked with me through one of, if 
not the most, difficult times of my life. I have often 
thought that perhaps I was ‘entertaining an angel’ dur-
ing those days. At the end of our ‘official’ Stephen 
Ministry relationship, she said that she ‘was given a 
care receiver, but wound up with a daughter.’ 
 
And so, last year, when a friend called and asked if I 
would consider training as a Stephen Minister – well 
you can see what has happened: Like so many of you, I 
have experienced firsthand how our Lord loves us and 
heals us, through one another. If you or someone you 
know is going through a difficult time, please consider 
this ministry.  We have many caring (men and women) 
Stephen Ministers. We are accountable to each other 
through peer supervision groups. Please feel free to 
come and talk with any of us wearing the blue Stephen 
Ministry name tags. We will be happy to answer any 
questions you may have and anything you tell us will 
be kept in strict confidence. There are many other ways 
to contact us—You can just check the box on the care 
card! Or call Dana Park or Pastor Katie in the church 
office. Betty Templeton is our referrals coordinator, 
and she would be glad to talk with you. For more infor-
mation about the ministry (phone numbers, etc), check-
out the blue brochures in the info center or visit the 
church website, www.clpc.org. 
 

—Nellie Carr is a member of CLPC 
 

STEPHEN  MINISTERS 

A CARING MINISTRY OF CLEAR LAKE PRESBYTERIAN CHUCH�

It has been about 9 years since I 
walked through the doors of this 
church. Definitely the Lord’s 
doing, as my children’s lives 
and my life were about to 
change, drastically. Before this, 
I guess you could say I was in 
the ‘prodigal’ mode for about 20 
years. It was all about ‘me.’ I 

always say that the Lord saved me through the birth of 
my daughter, because, finally, someone else was more 
important than ‘me’. Unfortunately, I don’t think my 
husband received that status until the Lord got hold of 
me. 
 
My daughter Betty was 3 years old and I was 4 months 
pregnant with my son James when it became clear to 
me that my husband was seriously unhappy with our 
marriage. He moved out of our house and I would have 
moved into this church, if that was possible! Here I 
found loving friends who accepted me just as I was - 
who hugged me, prayed for me, and encouraged me. I 
can’t tell you how many times someone came up to me 
and let me know they had been divorced – they had 
been through this. 
 
During this time, I checked the box on the care card in 
the bulletin - ‘I would like a Stephen Minister’. I had 
heard that this was a caring, listening type of ministry, 
and that someone would visit with me weekly for about 
an hour. So I got a call from the Stephen Ministers' re-
ferrals coordinator and shortly thereafter, a Stephen 
Minister came to visit me at home. She had been hap-
pily married for 20 something years and had no chil-
dren. So…I’m thinking… what’s up with this? There is 
no way she can understand what I’m going through. Of 
course, at this point, I didn’t realize that ‘nothing is too 
small, too large, or too hard for our Lord!’ My assump-
tions couldn’t have been more wrong. This was another 
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"Dear brothers and sisters,  
whenever trouble comes your way,  

let it be an opportunity for joy.  
For when your faith is tested,  

your endurance has a chance to grow.  
So let it grow,  

for when your endurance is fully developed,  
you will be strong in character  

and ready for anything.  
God blesses the people  

who patiently endure testing.  
Afterward they will receive the crown of life  

that God has promised  
to those who love him."  

 

James 1:2, 3, 4, 12   
 
We are starting a new year with new beginnings. Re-
member that God loves you and wants the very best for 
you. Reach out to the lonely and bring them into the 
house of our Lord. 
 
Men and Ladies, come start your day with exercise on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday in the Celebration 
Hall at 7am. 
 
MONDAY  

The Joy of Writing (free!!) class is year-round and 
different each week. Free materials provided every 
Monday at 9:30am in room 202C. 

 
TUESDAY 

G.A.M.E. Fellowship is at 11:30am in  Fellowship 
Hall. Bring a snack to share and enjoy the fellowship 
playing games. We play Bridge, Scrabble, and 
Rummi Kub. 

  
WEDNESDAY 

Bible Study for Men is at 9:30am in room 209 and 
Ladies 9:30am in Fellowship hall. 

 
Look for the sign up sheets 

 for O.A.K.S. TRIPS AND EVENTS  
in Philadelphia Hall 

 
Joy in Christ, 
Patti Wooten 

 
 
 
 
 
 Are you a new member or 
have you been a member for 

years and feel disconnected and/or uninvolved? An op-
portunity awaits you! Become an Andrew Minister! 
You are asked to serve as an usher and be that friendly 
face as people enter our doors. Most visitors love to be 
acknowledged and welcomed. 
 

An Andrew Minister is asked for a 2-month commit-
ment per year. Think about it, that is only 8 or 9 ser-
vices. You can usher at the service you normally at-
tend. There's a head usher on each team who is happy 
to orient you to your duties. 
 

I know when I attend a church as a visitor, I like to 
leave with the feeling, "Someone was glad I wor-
shipped here today." You can be that person! You may 
say "That's not my thing," but maybe God is asking you 
to step out of your comfort zone. Be bold. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Saturday, January 14,  
9:30 to 11am 

 

Begin the New Year by gathering 
with your sisters in Christ for a 
morning of inspiration, mission 
and fellowship.  To expand our  

        circle, we are inviting the women of 
Webster Presbyterian Church to join with us. There 
will be an inspiring message by JoAnn Currie, Chris-
tian Educator and wife of the Dean of the Austin Semi-
nary Extension Program in Houston. Her topic will be 
“Recovering the Sense of the Sacred in the Ordinary.”  
 

The morning will also feature a presentation by Presby-
terian Children’s Homes and Services (PCHS) to give 
us a glimpse of the wonderful work being done by this 
agency. As a mission project for this meeting, we are 
asking that everyone bring an item for a bath and body 
shower for the young women who live in the residential 
homes, sponsored by PCHS, i.e. hair care products, 
shower products, body lotions, etc. The PCHS budget 
does not provide for such products for the residents. 
 

Reservations may be made by signing up in Philadel-
phia Hall on Sundays or by calling the church office 
(281-488-6731). The cost for the event is $5 and it may 
be paid at the door. 



 

 

 

 
A new year brings new beginnings.  
Coming in January, look for new opportunities to be 
part of the learning and growing together that happens 
every week in adult education classes! On Saturday 
nights at 5:00 p.m. and Sunday mornings at 10:15 a.m., 
there are places for you to connect with others as you 
study the Bible, learn more about prayer, and explore 
special topics of faith and life application. Look for 
members of the Adult Education Committee in Phila-
delphia Hall throughout the month. They will have all 
the information you need to plug into a class that is just 
right for you, no matter what your age or stage in life 
and in your faith. See you in class! 

 
 
 
 
Dear Friends of the Seafarers' Centers, 
 

Many thanks on behalf of the seafarers whose Christ-
mas is touched by the goodness of people like your-
selves. The Christmas Boxes you provide mean so 
much to so many people who are far away from home 
and families during this glorious season. 
 

Last year over 10,400 boxes were received and distrib-
uted! We wish that each of you could share just one 
smile or thank you from those recipients first hand. We 
encourage you to visit and tour our center whenever 
you are in the area. 
 

Again, our heartfelt thanks for your gift of Christmas 
boxes. God's blessing to all throughout the year, 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Chaplains and Staff 
Howard T. Tellepsen Seafarers'  Center and 
Lou Lawler Seafarers' Center 

5th Annual Blessing of the Feet Pre-Marathon Pasta Party! 
 
If you are a runner, walker, spectator or just enjoy good pasta, pizza and fun - come join us Friday, 
January 13th at 6:30 pm in Celebration Hall. Cost is $7, children 5 and under are free.  There will 
be a local runner speaking, door prizes and great fellowship with many of the local runners and 
walkers preparing for the Houston Marathon on Sunday, January 15th. Bring an old pair of running 
shoes to donate to Crossroads Ministry, a local homeless shelter. For reservations, call the church 
of f ice at  281-488-6731 or e-mai l  Mark Chr istensen 
(markanddenise79@hotmail.com). This is a wonderful opportunity to open 
our doors to the local running community and connect with them where they 
are through food, fellowship and a prayer for their safety. 

Family Foundations Class During The Teaching Hour 
Sundays at 10:15 in Fellowship Hall 

January 15—February 19 
Winter Series: Leading Your Children to Worship 

 
Carolyn Mitchell leads parents through a variety of practical ways to teach children the what, when, 
where, and whys of worship! Carolyn, a member of the Woodlands Community Presbyterian Church, is 
a  May 2005 graduate from Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary and a candidate for Ministry. She 
is currently seeking a call as a solo pastor somewhere in Texas. Carolyn is a Certified Christian Educator 
who was formerly employed as a Director of Christian Education. She is a wife and mother of two grown 
children. For more information, contact Jennifer Ellison at 281-461-8224. 
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