
 

The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on 
March 1st. In the early church, the forty-day period of 
Lent was a time of instruction for people who were pre-
paring to be baptized. Baptisms would then take place 
as part of the Easter Vigil. The newly baptized would 
partake for the first time in the celebration of the Lord’s 
Supper along with the whole congregation on Easter 
morning. Lent was also a time of fasting in which the 
whole congregation took part as a way of renewing 
their own baptism and the life of penitence.   
 
On Ash Wednesday at 7:30 p.m., we will have a ser-
vice of worship with the imposition of ashes and the 
celebration of the Lord’s Supper. As part of that ser-
vice, ashes will be smeared on our foreheads in the 
shape of the cross. What is that all about? It is a re-
minder of who we are in two important ways. First, the 
ashes confront us with the reality that as mortal human 
beings, we are all bound for death. Second, the shape of 
the cross reminds us that we are bound to the death of 
Jesus Christ, and it is in his death that we have entered 
new life. This is the paradox of Ash Wednesday, and of 
Lent, and it is the mystery at the heart of the Christian 
life. In repentance and faith in Jesus Christ, we live in 
Christ’s new life, which conquers death. 
 
So during Lent, remember that ancient link with bap-
tism and Easter. Remember that in our baptism, we 
have died to sin and have risen with Christ in his resur-
rection to new life. Lent is a time for self-examination, 
a chance to ask—are we living into that new life in 
Christ?  Lent is also an opportunity to repent, and to 

 

conform ourselves more closely to the life of Christ by 
taking on some kind of spiritual practice—perhaps 
through a discipline of prayer, daily Bible reading, or 
service.   
 
These words of the apostle Paul capture what Lent is all 
about: 

“I have been crucified with Christ; and it  
is no longer I who live, but it is Christ  
who lives in me. And the life I now live  
in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of  
God, who loved me and gave himself  
for me.” 

- Galatians 2:19-20 
 
Lent is about more than giving up something like 
chocolate. It about entering into a time of self-
examination and preparation as we move toward Easter 
and the resurrection of the One in whom we are all 
made new. 
 
Grace and peace from your pastors, 
 
Katie Cummings and Tim Galligan 



 

 

   monthly newsletter is now 
available on our church website. Just go to 
www.clpc.org and click on CURRENTS. 
 
In an effort to be good stewards, CLPC de-
livers Currents electronically (via email 
from CLPC NewsNET.) 
 
If you would like to receive Currents by 
regular U.S. Postal Service mail, please con-
tact the church office. (281-488-6731 or 
dana@clpc.org). You may also put your 
name on the list in the welcome center.  
Copies will always be available in Philadel-
phia Hall and the church office reception 
area.   If you know someone who would like 

to receive Currents ei-
ther by mail or e-mail 
please let us know. 

 
First there were hurricanes, where CLPC members do-
nated generously and spent countless hours  feeding 
and caring for victims and helping with clean up. In 
October we participated in the CROP walk with other 
area churches and CLPCers collected $5700, which 
was $1600 more than last year. At Thanksgiving 230+ 
sacks of food were donated to Interfaith Caring Minis-
tries. In December 57 boxes were made to give sailors 
on ships through the Seafarers Center. More than 250 
gifts were given to ICM for the Christmas Store. Added 
to that were the many gifts that were purchased in the 
SERVVS gift market. Also, in the Loaves and Fishes 
Alternative Gift Market $5140 was given to various 
mission programs, which was up from the $4085 last 
year. By the way, Pastor Tim should be pleased be-
cause enough was donated to The Heifer Project to buy 
5 goats! 
 

So, the answer to the question is 
a resounding, "YES!" 
 

Thanks to everyone who worked, 
walked, collected, packaged, 
carrried, purchased, gave, and 
shared the love of Jesus Christ in 
tangible ways. 

 

Are We Making A Difference? 

 

 
Lent begins on March 1, with Ash Wednesday.  Many 
of us choose to observe Lent by following some special 
discipline of prayer or Bible study.  This year there is a 
special opportunity for the whole congregation to do 
just that, and to grow together as the Body of Christ 
along the way.  All are invited to participate in "Lent 
in the Living Room" , our Lenten Bible study.  During 
each of the 6 weeks between Ash Wednesday and 
Easter, we will meet in small groups in the homes of 
members as we study Jesus’ journey toward the cross 
in the Gospel of John.  
 
This is a great opportunity to take 6 weeks to be inten-
tional about spending time to study God’s Word, to 
prepare our hearts for Easter, and to get to know each 
other better!  Visitors as well as members are invited to 
take part, and youth are welcome, too.  While most of 
the Lenten groups will meet in homes, there will be at 
least one that meets at the church on Sunday afternoons 
with childcare provided.  Each group will have a 
trained leader to facilitate the time together.   
 
If you missed the previous sign up times during Febru-
ary, it is not too late to be part of a Lent in the Living 
Room group!  Contact Phil Cummings (281-282-9180, 
cummingsphil@msn.com), and the small group com-
mittee will connect you with a group that meets at a 
time that is convenient for you. 

 

 
Plans for a serene garden with benches are being finalized 
for the space outside the Mt. Zion room. The garden may 
be used for meditation, prayer, small group gatherings, 
and photography after weddings or baptisms. This project 
is funded in part from the Kathy Lindquist Memorial 
Fund. We welcome contributions from others as a tribute, 
memorial, or other purposes. Please designate "CLPC 
Garden Fund". For more info, contact a committee mem-
ber (Sue Smith, Mary Sockwell, Bob Stonestreet, and 
Shirley Lindquist). 

 



 

OLD TESTAMENT FROM SCRATCH: THE BASICS  
 

Were you ever in a Bible Study class where members were asked to look up a Bible passage and you 
weren’t quite sure where to look? Have you ever been in a Bible study where you felt embarrassed 
about how little you knew about the Bible? Then this may be the class for you. In six sessions the 
class will cover the essential content of the Old Testament and will include helpful interpretive dis-
cussion of its theology. The class format will be interactive and class members will be introduced to 
Bible study helps such as concordances, Bible dictionaries, encyclopedias, Bible handbooks and Bi-
ble maps. Be sure to bring your Bible (all translations are welcome) and a pen or pencil. Connie Ny-
quist will lead the class, which will meet in L212. 

FAMILY FOUNDATIONS CLASS:  FAMILY FAITH BUILDING  
 

The family is the child's small group! In families our children learn about God's love through the love and 
care of their parents. This 6-week study helps to guide parents in enhancing the spiritual formation of their 
child in the home. Bible study and practical applications explore understanding of God's love through ac-
ceptance, accountability, affirmation, forgiveness, hospitality, and presence within a family. Join other 
parents in Fellowship Hall in the Capernaum Center as we partner with God in parenting. For informa-
tion, contact Jennifer Ellison (281-461-8224; tkellison@netzero.net). 

PASTORS' CLASS 
 

The Gospel of Mark: The Passion Narrative. Meet in Celebration Hall with pastors 
Katie Cummings and Tim Galligan to discuss the passion narrative in Mark, Chap-
ters 14-16. Follow the gospel story as Jesus experiences betrayal, arrest, trial, cruci-
fixion, burial… and resurrection! A great way to prepare for Easter. Be sure to 
bring your Bible! 

PURPOSE DRIVEN 
PEOPLE CLASS 

 

This class will spend the six 
Sundays of Lent studying 
the Gospel of John. Meet in 
room L206 with leaders Pe-
ter Cronk and Tony 
Billingsley. 

SPIRITUALITY CENTER  
 

A Spirituality Center will be set up in the Shalom Room 
(L207) during Lent, offering self-directed opportunities to 
nourish the Spirit of God within you. The Center may be 
visited and revisited on Sunday mornings and during the 
week. Opportunities will include "Around the Fountain: 
Spiritual Reading and Prayer," "Prayer with Music," 
"Writing Our Own Prayers Based on the Psalms," and a 
"Prayer Wall." Contact Connie Nyquist (281-488-6896). 

ONGOING SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
CONTINUE DURING LENT  

 

Singles for Christ continues their study of I and II Timo- 
thy. Join them in the Parlor for Bible study and Fellow-
ship. Contact Katie Blair (281-991-1481) or David 
Severin (281-280-9059).  

 
"Man of Valor"  men's study continues their study of 

Richard Exley's book "Man of Valor: Every Man's Quest 
for a Life of Honor, Conviction and Character". Class 
meets in L211. Contact Vic Hirsch (281-332-7011). 



     

                                                        Presbyterian Child 
        Advocacy Network 

 
 
Remember this? "I think I can! I 
think I can! I think I can!" 
chugged the little train as he 

headed over the mountain. 
 

Or this? "Silly ol' bear," 
sighed Christopher Robin as he watched 
Winnie finish the honey in the pot. 
 

These selected story lines from much loved 
children's books may 

bring memories of times spent snug-
gling in the crook of Daddy's arm. 
Maybe you have memories of sitting 

next to sister while 
she read aloud in the 
fading sunlight on the 
porch. Or, do you remember sitting in a 
circle on the worn rug while teacher 
turned the page to one 

more exciting installment from the book 
she read to the class each day after lunch? 
Hopefully your early reading experiences 
led you to joyful delight in the written 
word and ultimately to an understanding of the Holy 
Word. 
 

The Child Advocacy Task Force of the Presbytery of 
New Covenant, in collaboration with Interfaith Care 
Ministries for Greater Houston, The Cossaboom Fam-
ily YMCA and The Children's Defense Fund is spon-
soring a Family Health and Fun Fair on March 25th, 
from 10:00am to 2:00pm. This event will serve the 
families of East End Houston, an area where the chil-
dren are considered to be the most improverished in the 
city. 
 

In support of this effort, please bring your donation of 
children's books to the box marked "Health and Fun 
Fair" by March 10th. The box will be beside the double 
doors, opposite the coffee bar in Philadelphia Hall. 
 

Let us pass the love of reading to all children, and keep 
the light burning. 
 

—Martha Crossman is a member of CLPC 
and The Child Advocacy Task Force 

of the Presbytery of New Covenant 

SATURDAY, MARCH 4 
4pm to 7:30pm 

(closed during worship) 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 5 
9:30am to 1pm 

(closed during church school) 
 

IN CELEBRATION HALL 
 
Prior to the closing of the library 4 years ago, 
many books had been donated for a book sale.  
Many more books have been removed from the 
shelves to make room for new acquisitions. Now 
you will have an opportunity to add to your own 
library. Bring a bag, gather your choices and make 
a donation to the Church Library fund. It’s a win – 
win situation for us all. 
 
And do take an opportunity to visit the new library 
if you haven’t done so already. Among the new 
books are several on Presbyterian beliefs including 
Being Presbyterian in the Bible Belt by Ted Foote 
and Alex Thornberg, Presbyterian Beliefs by Don-
ald McKim, Calvin for Armchair Theologians by 
Christopher Elwood and Presbyterian Questions, 
Presbyterian Answers by Donald McKim. All of 
these provide excellent follow up on the Pastors’ 
Class on “What Do Presbyterians Believe?” 



 

 

Meet in Celebration Hall at 6:30pm for a scrumptious 
dinner served by Bel Canto Youth Choir, followed by a 
wonderful evening of worship with 10 keyboard play-
ers on four grand pianos, three electric keyboards, and 
our magnificent Casavant Pipe Organ in the Sanctuary. 
On keyboards this year are Mendy Alford, Bob Ander-
son, Reg Brown, Beth Fiske, John Haw, Vivian Koch, 
Suzanne McCollum, Matt McCurdy, Edith Reid and 
Sue Smith. 

 

Members and non-member families, single-parent 
families, and young couples, enjoy a night of fun on 
Friday, March 17, from 6:00-9:00 p.m. We'll have 
pizza, salad, snacks, cookies and soda for $10 per fam-
ily, single-parent families $6. Children will have fun 
with Miss Bennie and the crew, with plenty of age ap-
propriate activities in C101, while the grown-ups have 
fun playing games and hang-
ing out in the Capernaum 
Center Fellowship Hall! For 
more information and for 
child care reservations 
please call Sandy Campbell 
at 281-990-7417. 

All CLPC women are invited to gather in the Fellow-
ship Hall on Monday, April 3, for a time of fellowship 
and creativity. Artist Donna Rae Harris will lead us in 
the making of spring note cards. As we gather to create, 
there will be opportunity for sharing around the tables, 
meeting new friends, and enjoying dessert. As part of 
the evening’s activities we will take time to send some 
of our newly created note cards to those women in the 
congregation who are homebound or hospitalized.   
 
Please contact Michelle at michelle@clpc.org to make 
childcare reservations. If you have garden magazines, 
or nursery catalogues, please place them in Connie Ny-
quist’s box in the mailroom. 

Members of the choirs from seven Clear Lake churches 
will combine to sing an uplifting service of worship fea-
turing marvelous anthems and stirring hymns of the Chris-
tian faith. Clear Lake Presbyterian, Clear Lake United 
Methodist, Clear Lake Baptist, House of Prayer Lutheran, 
St. Christopher’s Episcopal, Webster Presbyterian,  and 
St. Bernadette’s Catholic church’s choirs, directors of mu-
sic, and pastors will participate in this ecumenical service. 
The choral music will include: 

“Clap Your Hands!” – Earlene Rentz;  
“Come Follow Me” – Joseph Martin;  
“Exsultate justi” (Praise the Lord, You  
    Righteous) – Ludovico Viadana;  
“Nobody Knows the Trouble I’ve Seen”  
     – arr. Howard Helvey;  
“A Prayer of St. Columba”  
     – Richard Shephard;  
“Show Me Thy Ways” – Walter Pelz; 
“Surely He Has Borne Our Griefs”  
     – John Carter.   

The music will be accompanied by the new Allen Digital 
organ at Clear Lake Baptist, piano, brass and other orches-
tral instruments. This is our third year of participating in 
the festival in recent years.  It is always an exhilarating 
experience for choirs and congregation. You are person-
ally invited and encouraged to attend. 

 

 

 

 



 

"Your heavenly Father already knows all your needs, 
and he will give you all you need from day to day  
if you live for him and make the kingdom of God  

your primary concern. So don't worry about tomorrow, 
for tomorrow will bring its own worries.  
Today's trouble is enough for today.."  

 
Matthew 6:32-34  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Men and women start your day with Toner's exercise 
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays in Celebration 
Hall at 7 a.m. 
 
MONDAYS: 
 The Joy of Writing (free!!) 

Class is year-round and different each week. Free 
materials provided every Monday at 9:30 a.m. in 
room C202. The class is working to bring in a crea-
tive writing teacher once a month. 

 
TUESDAYS: 
 Adult Game Fellowship  

In Philadelphia Hall at 11:30 a.m. Bring a snack to 
share and enjoy the fellowship playing games like 
Bridge, Scrabble and RummiKub. 

 
WEDNESDAYS: 
 Bible Study for Men 

In room 209 at 9:30 a.m. 
 Ladies' Bible Study 

In Fellowship Hall at 9:30 a.m. 
 
 

Look for the sign up sheets for  
O.A.K.S. TRIPS AND EVENTS  

in Philadelphia hall. 
 
Joy in Christ, 
Patti Wooten 

 

SOUPER BOWL REPORT 
Thanks church family for giving generously to 
this special offering. We contributed $1660.00 
to alleviate hunger in our area 

 

 
DISCIPLE NOW WEEKEND 

Thanks to all of you who made this weekend 
truly remarkable: host homes, The Gathering 
Band, small group leaders, drivers, cooks, Mis-
sion Blitz participants. 

 

 
INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL  
�� Parent Meeting is scheduled for March 5  

at 11:15 in youth wing 
�� Second mission trip payment is due  

($100) on March 5 
�� Spring Retreat is coming. Sign up today  

for our spring break away retreat at 
Forest Glen. Dates are April 7 – 9. 

�� IMPACT – every Sunday night from 6 to  
7:30 
 

 
HIGH SCHOOL 
�� Parent Meeting is scheduled for March 5  

at 11:15 in the youth wing 
�� Second mission trip payment is due  

($150) on Mar 5 
�� Spring Retreat is coming Mar 24 – 26.  

We’ll be attending Conclaves at Cho 
Yeh. Some of our very own youth 
helped to plan this weekend – Jenny, 
Laura and Marshall. WOO HOO! 

�� Midweek- every Wednesday from 6:45 to  
8:30 
 
 

NEW MEMBERS CLASS  
– will be meeting in March. Many youth visit 
the church for years, feeling like members. 
This is the opportunity to become an official 
member of CLPC. Call Katrina for details. 



 

Members in nursing homes: Marion Bilbray,  Herb Buzard, Flora-Alice Cooper,  Carol Flora, Helen Christian, Gloria Green, 
Bernice Hansen, Colet Larson, Burniece McDonald,  Jeanne Meador,  Margaret Shumate, Ed Stickney, Robert Wooten. 
 
CLPC Missionaries: Daniel & Becky Frank (Scotland); Bay Area Turning Point (Houston); Elizabeth Hightower (Youth 
With a Mission, Maui, Hawaii); James and Leanne Leslie and family (Cross in the City); Jake Mireles (Interfaith Caring Min-
istries); Salim and Kay Munayer and family (Israel-Palestine); Greg Pennington (Center for Student Missions); Valerie and 
Don Wehmeyer and family (Merida, Mexico). 
 
In military service: Dru Abrego, Darald Adams, Mike Blair, Mark Bressler, Randy Broome,  Alex Cannon, Michael Clark, 
Devin Clausen, Steven Coleman, Michael Coleman,  Collin Day, Brendan Dunn, Regan Edens, Tag Davis, James Dixon, Eric 
Dixon, Craig Elliott, Dawn and David Ellis,  Darren Ellisor, Jeffrey L’Engle, Keith Fegler,  Wes Fuller, Thomas Glasscock,  
Jonathan Groten,  Ken Guillory, Mabry Hampton, David Harding, Bryan Hassett, Sean Hassett, Graham Hauptman, Andrew 
Hightower, Tom Holbert, Adam Huebel,  Jeremy Johnson, Brad Kanders,  Michelle Leonard, Michael McAbee,  Matthew 
Michalowicz, Jacob Mitchel, Hector Moyano,  Will Parker,  Jeremy Ranson, Chuck Saville, Kelly Jo Shockley, Blake Smith, 
Chris Smith, Jed Sorensen,  Kevin Steinbraker, Richard Stevens, Jerry Stoltz, Kevin Strickhouser, Josh 
Strickland,  Doug Theis, Matt Tyson, Matt Van Horn, Jeff Vicaro, Michael Von Fange, Michael 
Weisenberger, Brian Willis, Drew Wilson,  Black Aces Navy Squadron - Joel Korkowski’s former 
squadron. 

Since 1949, Presbyterians have joined 
with millions of other Christians 
through One Great Hour of Sharing to 
share God’s love with people experi-
encing need. Our gifts support minis-
tries of disaster response, refugee assis-
tance and resettlement, and community 
development that help people find safe 
refuge, and start new lives, and work 
together to strengthen their families 
and communities. Recognizing that the 
hope we have in Christ is lived out in 
our hope for one another, we respond 
with gifts that help our sisters and 
brothers around the 
world find the hope 
for a brighter future.  
 

The Presbyterian Hunger Program 
receives 36 percent of undesignated 
One Great Hour of Sharing gifts, while 
the Self-Development of People and 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
each receives 32 percent. This year 
Presbyterian Disaster Relief was very 
active along the Gulf Coast following 
Katrina and Rita.  We could see first 
hand our dollars at work. 
 
 
 

As individuals or families let us plan now 
on preparing for our contribution to this 
important offering.  Perhaps we might 
choose to have one meatless meal a week 
during Lent and give the money saved to 
the offering or maybe rent a DVD rather 
than going to the movies.  Place a bank 
on your table and make daily or weekly 
contributions and then bring your offer-
ing on Palm Sunday.  The children of the 
church school will be bringing home fish 
banks again this year. 
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Lake Calcasieu trout and redfish, Hackberry Rod 
and Gun guides, and fellowship of 
CLPC fisherman brothers. If this 
sounds like heaven 
to you, then save the 
date, Saturday, June 
24th. Contact Fred 
Ehrman (281-282-0920,  
ehrmans@sbcglobal.net) or Rick Hainley (281-291-
7059, rhainley@yahoo.com) to get your name on the 
list and answers to any questions. 

… to Joy Hampton, whose aunt died. 
 

… to Margaret Shumate, whose sister died. 
 

… to Liz Rocamontes, whose aunt died. 
 

… to John Lovejoy, whose mother died. 
 

… to Tish Edmondson, whose grandmother died. 

… to Dan and Dee Bland on the arrival of their 
Granddaughter Bryleigh Grace. 

 

… to John and Becky Barton on the arrival of  
their granddaughter Claire Britt Kolkhorst. 


