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A Publication of Clear Lake Presbyterian Church

1511 El Dorado Blvd
Houston, Texas 77062

Dear Church Family:

Martin Rinkart, a German pastor, served his parish
Elineburg for thirty-two years. In 1637, towarcekth
close of the Thirty Year's War, disease so raddhie
community that over eight thousand died. MartinkRi
art is said to have buried nearly five thousantisf
parishioners that year, an average of fifteen pgr d

It was in the middle of such unspeakable tragedy an
horror that Rinkart penned these stanzas for Inmslya
to sing before meals.

Now thank we all our God

With heart and hands and voices;
Who wondrous things hath done,
In whom this world rejoices.
Who, from our mothers' arms,
Hath led us on our way

With countless gifts of love

And still is ours today.

As we approach Thanksgiving this year, we do saawa

of our losses. Many continue to suffer from Huarie
Ike. Uncertainty looms as hard-earned retirement
savings slip away in a failing global economy. €lyi
we continue mourning those whom death has stolen
from our own church family.

In such days we find encouragement from the likes o
Martin Rinkart who dared to give thanks to Godha t
face of real hardship. To do so is not a mattevishful
thinking or psychological denial. Rather, it ismatter

of faith — faith that "though the earth give wayldhe
mountains fall into the heart of the sea... The LORD
Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our
fortress." (Psalm 46)

Thankfully yours,

LOCAL OUTREACH
CALENDAR

Since our Local Outreach Calendar has gotten yot
out of hand, please find below a hint of things to

come, and add the ones of interest to you to your
calendar. It looks as though we will be having one
amazing holiday season, thanks to the work of man
many volunteers and YQU

You will find detailed information on most events 3
they draw near in the bulletin inserts and email
updates or you can emabmmerrill@aol.com

ICM (InterFaith Caring Ministries)

Thanksgiving Food Drive

Bags will be handed out Nov. 8/9, and collected o
Nov.15/16. Contact: David Severin

COA (Apartment Ministry) Great Turkey Drop
Tues., Nov. 25, 6:00-7:30 p.m. Contact: Pam Meriill

Loaves and Fishes
TBA (Sundays in Advent)
Contact: Suzanne McCollum

Habitat Build :
Sat., Dec. 6
Contact: Joe Sung

Gift of Giving
Sun., Dec. 14
Bring gifts appropriate for members of your family
gift wrapped and ready to go in the ICM Christmas
Store!

ICM Christmas Store at CLPC
Sun., Dec. 14-17,
We will need volunteers! Contact: Pam Merrill

COA Christmas Party and Store
Tues., Dec. 16, 6:00—8:00 p.m.
Contact: Pam Merrill

Pastor Steve
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Dear Church Family:

At our last meeting, the Session voted add a diroare our Deacon congregational care network
called “Shepherding Deacons.” A Shepherding Deastike a personal care representative to a very
small group (“flock™) of church members. They madazasional contact with their flock and serve as
an easy point of personal contact. Imagine eviegies person our church family knowing exactly
who they can call in a time of special need or jGylis system adds a wonderful overlap to existing
webs of relationships so that no one in our exgandhurch family will feel left out.

Being a Shepherding Deacon is a low commitmenty ligpact point of ministry. Only a few meet-
ings per year are required and each flock is ordgnall number families. The only catch is, we naed
LOT of Shepherding Deacons to make the system wdrk.are praying for forty (40) new Shepherd-
ing Deacons.

Is this something you may be interested in? Dokmw someone else for whom this would be a fit?
See the ministry description below and submit yoame or the name
of someone you know to nomination@clpc.org by Oetdi for
consideration by the Nominating Committee.

I look forward to CLPC taking this important stepward.

Yours in Christ,
Steve

The Duties of Shepherding Deacons at CLPC

“The office of Deacons as set forth in Scriptureng of sympathy, witness, and service after the ex
ample of Jesus Christ.” (PCUSA Book of Order G-61)4 Deacons are called by God and ordained
to this “ministry of compassion” with these specifesponsibilities at Clear Lake Presbyterian
Church.

Be a “Shepherd” for an assigned portion of the cegation, contacting them at least
guarterly so that each family’s needs are knowhcétacts may be made by sending a
card, making a phone call or by visiting in person.

Remember their joys and sorrows with cards.

Notify the Care Coordinator (Dana) or one of thetpes in the absence of the care coordi-
nator about hospitalization, death, illness, chasfgeddress or phone number, or any
other particular need.

Keep accurate dated records of all contacts witlr jlock.

Call the Care Coordinator at the church officertage for another deacon to care for
your flock when you are away.

Attend the Board of Deacons meeting quarterly.

Serve a two or three year term with eligibility fom additional term.

Pray for your flock regularly.

Serve communion (if you are comfortable) to the Bbound members and at the Church
when needed.

Attend deacons training and annual spiritual rétrea

“Electing and ordaining persons to the office obben is the way the church seeks to assure in the

ordering of its corporate life that the ministryaafmpassion is never overlooked.” (PresbyteriaityPol
for Church Officers).

]LCI FAR LAKE

Pm%?’mm Charach



Have you ever had desire to help out in the chullt,didn’t know how to start or what you couldlfeomfort-
able doing? One of the ways is to provide food sagmeals (casserole) that can be put in the cliteeber or
just simply baking brownies or cookies. If thissmething you would like to do, all that is neeggss bring-
ing the food to the church office at your conveoi&nThe office will see that it gets to the freezBe sure you
indicate that it is for the deacons.

These meals and baked goods are delivered to memberare recovering from illness or have had getlst in
the family. The cookies and brownies are usedéoving during funerals and memorial services.

You might like to serve by volunteering on the ddy funeral or memorial service by helping togethe re-
freshments or with the clean up after the servitenly takes a couple of hours out of your daytlos day of
the event. Please pray about this and contacttheesh if you can help.

NNANANNAANANNAS MARANNNAAAAANNNANA,

Garage Sale: November 1 from 7:00 a.m. to noon
All proceeds support youth mission® dbnate items, please leave them on the
stage in Celebration Hall the week of Octoberiabschedule a pick up of large
items, contact Katrina@clpc.orp later than Sunday, October 26.

Parent Meeting: November 16 at 11:15 a.m. in the lth wing upstairs
Mission trip information and regaion forms will be distributed at this time.
Mission trip registration will beld on January 11 at 9:00 a.m.

High School Winter Retreat: December 5-7
Urban Plunge weekend with various sragpportunities and great fellowship and
worship. Cost is $105 (scholarships are availpBegister by November 23 (space is2
limited this time.)
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Celebration Hall November 6, 7, and 8.
Hours: Thursday 4:30-8:30 p.m. Friday 8:30 a.m:30&.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.

All items are handcrafted by Brooks Bazaar memhbadsinclude holiday items and deco-
rations, clothing, gifts, jewelry, boutique iterfiral arrangements, etc. There will be a
Bay Area Turning Point (BATP) table. Proceeds fritve items sold on the Bay Area Turn-
ing point table will be donated to BATP.




The Gift of Giving gifts for thénterfaith Caring Ministries
Christmas Store will be gathered on December 314", The

ICM Christmas Store provides gifts for its clieatsd other disad-
vantaged families to help spread the Christmadt $broughout the
CCISD community. Selected families can “shop” family members’ gifts, and are also
given tape, ribbon and wrapping paper. Our own Chi&nber developed this program, so
we take special ownership and joy in its succe$éDAhe Christmas Store is being held
RIGHT HERE at CLPC ! That makes volunteering really easy! (ICM: 2832-3881
X226: Janey Nelson) See the volunteer schedulevb®l@rning Your heart may overflow.

Members are asked to choose gifts as though teeg selecting them for their own
family, age and gender appropriate. Gifts shouldrverapped and new. Tape, ribbon and a
roll of wrapping paper round out the excitementalty If you are stumped, please remember
the Food for Seniors Program that works very harkeep seniors independent and in their
own homes by delivering groceries. Award-winningel#lireles is very involved in this pro-
gram and would love to have senior appropriatesgiRlease bring your gifts to the worship
service.

Here are some suggestions:

Clothing

" Coats for children & youth (washable)
Sweaters & sweat suits in all sizes (2T — XXXL)
Extra large coats for men and women
Gloves for children & men
Flannel nightgowns
Blue jeans in all sizes, especially boys’ jeans
Dress shoes, tennis shoes, or slippers
Leather work gloves

Toys

" Barbie and soft baby dolls
Basketballs, soccer balls, & footballs
Cars & trucks with tracks
Trains
Radio-control cars
Legos & Duplos
Roller skates & roller blades
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Gift_Items

" Electric Razors
Toiletries
Cosmetic kits
Small kitchen appliances: coffee maker, crock puxer, can
opener, toaster oven, heater, iron, ironing board
Flashlights
Purses, backpacks
Frying pans, cookware, bake ware, mixing bowls
Small personal electronics: radios, clocks, catoujdape players
Gifts for teens

Money
" Cash contributions are always welcome. The moneagesl to purchase items in high demand.
PLEASE WRITE AMOUNTS ON ALL GIFT CARDS!!!!

PLEASE DO NOT BRING:
“  Small stuffed animals
Puzzles, books, board games
Summer clothing
Christmas decorations or stocking stuffers
Crayons/markers
Play dough

If you are having trouble getting in the holidapjri, a short session of volunteering at the
Christmas Store will fill your heart as nothingestsan. To see if there are any positions availabli,
ICM at (281) 332-3881!

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE

We need about 30-60 volunteers to help with the ICilistmas Store. The volunteers that
are needed include:

Sunday, December 14 12:00noon until 4:00pm to receive toys and gettore
Monday, December 18 12:00noon until 4:00pm to receive toys and seitope

TuesdayandWednesday Dec 16th and 17th
Volunteers help clients pick out their gifts in twbifts (morning and afternoon). Training is praad

1st shift  9:00am until 11:30am
2nd shift  1:00pm until 3:30pm

Volunteers are also neededdicect traffic to the gift/toy drop off door and tirect clients where
to park on Tuesday and Wednesday.

Please contact Janey Nelson 281-332-3881 extt@2@t on the official volunteer list. It helps to
know how many people will be there to help. As aisyaf you have questions, please contact Suzy

Domingo at (281) 332-3881 ext. 229.
ZCI,EAR LAKE
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gvents for Wome,,

All CLPC Women! Don't miss this!

Monday, November 10 - 7:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Personal journals with Donna Rae
and beautiful "Life of Jesus" bracelets with San(
and Valerie

Let's all get better acquainted and have a greg
night of fellowship. Refreshments will be
served. It will be a casual, conversational, and

crafty evening.

*Bring $6.00 for the supplies for each bracelet.

Childcare available upon request. Invite your
friends!

Save-the-Date

Annual Women's Retreat
February 27 - March 1, 2009
Heartland Inn in Brenham, Texas

retreat leader

The Rev. Wendy Bailey
t Associate General Presbyter for Evangelism, Renawdl
New Church Development-New Covenant Presbytery

Join us in this beautiful and relaxing setting.
Experience spiritual renewal and fellowship with
women of all ages. There will be delicious
meals and many fun activities for
Saturday afternoon in the area.

Registration begins Monday, November 10,

at the women's craft gathering.
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A’ But he was wounded and crushed for our sins. Hebgaten that we might have
\§“ % peace. He was whipped, and we were healed. ~| & dh
o'A'K's Jesus is God. He died for us. If he had escaped i captors we would still be
% @ lost in our sins. We can never repay our Lord. \Ae tcust Jesus with our life and
”g 8‘\ live, as he wants us to.
Joy in Christ,

Senior Adult Program Coordinator

MONDAY: Toners’ Exercise for men and wome&bome start your day MWF, 7:00 am in Celebration Hal
THE JOY OF WRITING CLASS will start Monday November 3 at 10:30 a.m. in room C204.

TUESDAY: Adult G.A.M.E. Fellowships at 11:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Bring a snaclshare, and a
friend to enjoy the fellowship playing games likédge, Scrabble and Rummy Kub.

WEDNESDAY: Bible Study for Mers at 9:30am in room L208/L209 every wekkdies Bible Studyalso at
9:30 a.m, meets in the Gathering Room.

Look for the sign-up sheets for O.A.K.S. TRIPS ANCEVENTS in Philadelphia Hall.

Nov.5 Houston Grand Opera at 2:30pm at Bay Area@onity Center. It's free, call 281-326-2955 toam® your seat.
Nov.10 IMAX at Houston Museum of Natural Scientd @00 a.m. Cost is $5.00.
Nov.22 Pot Luck and a movie, “Nim’s Island” at A@on in Fellowship Hall.

O..O.......Q..0.00..O..O.......0.00..O..O..

[ ] u [ ]

: Whoa Babies!:

[ ] | I}

[ ] [ ]

° L4 .

: : Mark Christensen and
. & 8 97% . family. Mark’s uncle
. M“ : i 8 8 % . passed away in October
o /! 0 < 1 & .

. 2 % & . Vicki Bowman and Lin
. . Crossman who are ill.
. .

° =7 > °

. ? /@ .

: W :

[ ] [ ]

[ ] [ ]

° ?A 09 % °

. BC = .

. ‘\é I ) 0<8 .

o % & % 7 o

[ ] [ ]

[ ] & : °

[ ] [ ]
:Q........O...................Q..O.........:

]LCI FAR LAKE

Pm%fmm Cluch



No one needs to tell us how quickly the holidayi bé
upon us! Your Local Outreach committee is busyiggtt
things ready for you! OUCM Thanksgiving Food Col-
lection will be gathered on Nov. 18 and 16", so that
Interfaith Caring Ministries will have plenty oftie to
sort and divide holiday food for their clients. \Wél be
distributing grocery bags with reminders on Now &nhd
9th. Use these bags to gather supplies togethegeind
them to church (and to help us transport themeo th
agency.) THEN ICM reusedbe bags to distribute the
food!

Suggested items are:
1 turkey or 1 Ib. canned ham
1 dressing mix
1 can cream of mushroom soup
1 can chicken broth
1 can or package of turkey gravy mix
1 large can yams
1 can cranberry sauce
2 cans of fruit or fruit cocktail

1 box instant mashed potatoes

1 can pumpkin

1 can evaporated milk

1 cake mix and frosting

1 large box Jell-o

1 small box tea bags or 1 can of coffee

The above list will feed three to four people ifamily
and will cost approximately $30. For larger fanglie
double the amount of each food item. ICM alwaydsad
additional items to make the holiday food baskatlye
special. A financial donation in lieu of the namtgdns is
also appreciated. These, of course, are the bifsjyasl
are feeling especially blessed, be expansive azatice,
and we will provide those struggling financiallygoli-
day season with a most bountiful Thanksgiving!

Please keep in mind that the local grocery stoides
offering different programs giving away turkeysoertifi-
cates for turkeys. Please consider donating yreer tir-
key to Interfaith Caring Ministries. For more infaation,
or to volunteer to assist with the process, pleasgact
ICM at (281) 332-3881. Turkeys and holiday food are
also appreciated at the shelter (Bay Area TurnigtpPat
281-338-7600.
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