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Dear Church Family:

A Publication of Clear Lake Presbyterian Church
1511 El Dorado Blvd
Houston, Texas 77062

February is the month of love! This month school children will pass out candy hearts and write Valen-
tine's cards to classmates (at least they used to when | was a kid!). Couples will celebrate romantic
candlelight dinners and exchange special gifts. Americans will spend millions on roses, chocolates gnd
jewelry ¢ all for LOVE!

A fascinating truth about love is that it requires another person. Real love must have an object or recipj-
ent. True love cannot exist aside from relationship. Scripture tells us that our very ability to love is fa
gift from God. 1 John 4:19 says "we love because God first loved us."

The central expression of God's love in relationship with humanity is what the Bible calls "covenant
It's not a stretch to say that God's covenant makes us good lovers. As we live into God's covenant
relationship we are transformed into lovers for all that is good.

Four days after Valentine's Day we begin the church season of Lent. Beginning with Ash Wednesday,
February 17, we'll spend the Lenten season learning about God's covenant love. The
series, called "The Transfor Covenant,” includes weekend messages as well
as weekly Bible studies fo individuals and small groups.

.
Y AN Pastor Rachel and I look forward

leading this series. This would be an

- especially good time to i|’~an

. unchurched friend to get involved in
(| our church with you! Our studies will
’ } strike at the very heart of what God's

., love relationship with
’ humanity is all abo

In God's Love,
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Rackel’'s Reklections

Thanks to the wonders of modern technology (and Netflix), Josh and | have recently been watching epiSoaggi®f
Rocke the Muppetesque show from the 1980s. In the pilot episode, Gobo, one of the Fraggles, is given a task by his
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to do, but finally tells his friends about his dilemma. They decide to go with him, which gives Gobo the courage to go
through the hole and retrieve a postcard sent from his uncle. The message of this particular episode is clear: there is
power in friendship to help us face our fears and do what needs to be done.
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The same is true in our spiritual life. Sometimes we go through hard times that leave us anxious and confused. Othef
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for us to make friends in the church, even if we come to worship every Sunday. For that reason, let me offer some
suggestions of ways to seek out new friendships and cultivate the old ones at CLPC:

1. Join aDinner Club 8 group These groups of eight people form for one quarter to share meals with one another
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2. Joinasmallgroup.L G Q& y 20 {22 Lentin{te Living Rabia3hort térin)snfal gidup experience
which lets you test out a small group for a seven week study.
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Join aSunday school class

5. Take part in one of the manpission activitieshappening in our church, whether feeding the homeless at the
Galveston Street Ministry, going on a mission trip, or simply helping out at a community oriented event at
church.
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I could continue with many more suggestions of how to cultivate friendships at CLPC
your friendships, so that when you need a little extra courage, you find that you
friends by your side to cheer you on.

Blessings,
' /

Pastor Rachel
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book,Why Men Hate Going to Church

Rev. Mike Cole, our General Presbyter, has graciously agreed to comq
® and discuss how our Presbytery is addressing men's issues such as those
& discussed in the book.

All men of CLPC are invited to this event.

February 7, 2010
10:00-11:00 am in Room L214.212

For more information, contact Vic Hirsch (2832-7011)
or Sandy Fine (28332-6675).




TH
45 " ANNIVERSARY MISSION BLITZ!
SATURDAY, February 20TH
So, what do you do for a special anniversary? Well, give thanks to God and CELEBRATE! Just wait until you see what Local
Outreach has selected to celebrate this special year! As you know, all the members of the congregation pledge to s¢rve a
few hours of service thanking the community by giving back. There will be a brochure with suggestions -apdsbigets
in Philadelphia Hall. You may be surprised to find an ongoing project there, too! Some choices require things to be pre-
pared or collected ahead of time, with the final part of putting the pieces together and delivering the completed items|on
Mission Blitz Day. It should not come as a shock to you that some folks get so excited, they continue their projeqt for
DAYS! One or two even occur the following Saturday due to accommodating other schedules. And some surprises will just
be, well, surprises!
You will find opportunities to help favorite agencies like Cross In The City, Bay Area Turning Point, Interfaith Caring Minis-
tries, Galveston Street Ministry, Lighthouse Christian Ministries and others. Of course, you can always come up with| your
own project! The idea is that EVERYONE participates in a service of some kind as a family, a small group or just grpups of
like-minded people!
For folks with small children or those less mobile, service projects for Church World Service, Seafarers, BATP and ICM will
be offered in Celebration Hall, along with a light breakfast and coffee for all as they dive into the day.
Cards for some projects will be available in Philadelphia Hall. Hunters/gatherers who bring pieces ahead of time allow
more time for the creation part on Saturday. Cetmded boxes will let you (and us) know where that piece belongs, sp
please return both the card and the items together. It may or may not be part of the project where you actually do ypur
service hours.
This year we have MANY groups requesting toiletries. If you travel or know someone that can contribute sample| size
items, we really, really need them.
So get ready for this big adventure! Bring your camera and take lots of pictures! This is going to be GOOD!!!
For additional info or ideas, please send them to Pam MeRd@h{merrill@aol.com
Announcing Dinner Club 8: Spring, 2010
¥ Do you appreciatdasty food? Do you savofantastic company? Do you relisaxcellentcon-
versation? Now is your opportunity! Whether you are a couple or a single, sign up for Din-
ner Club 8 that is beginning again this February.
By popular demand)inner Club 8 returns this February as our Clear Lake Presbyterian Chur¢h
dinner club. Dinner Club 8 is an occasion to get to know your fellow CLPC church family while
enjoying a meal together. When you sign up, you become part of a group of eight people whp
meet at their convenience three or four times during amsignth period at a time and place
RSOARSR 0@ SIOK 3aANRdzLI® LiIQa AYyF2NXNIE X 2LISly G2
to CLPC or lifetime members, and the number of different groups of eight is unlinTitad.
spring is the beginning of a new and different Dinner Club 8 adveutarel everyone will be
in a new dinner group. So even if you participated last fall, please sign up again.
The Special Events Committee will have a table in Philadelphia Hall during each of the three
B services beginning January 16 through January 24 to collect sign up sheets and answer quep-
tions. If you would prefer to sigap or ask questions via
e-mail, contactkathleen.l.bellah@accenture.cqgrorr.r.taggart@sbcglobal.nebr call Kath-
leen at 281414-7027.
You will be contacted before February 1 with your dinner groupifdne first dinners will be
held in February. \
CLEAR LAKE
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Flash

Hey CLPC,
Just a couple of notes from the Student Ministries desk this month:

Summer Missions
Thanks to everyone who helped out with our summer mission tifip
registration on January 10 We have about 70 students and adufit
leaders signed up to take part in one of our two trips this year.
Praise God!

Youth Auction Committee

Our annual Youth Auction Fundraiser for student missions is
Sunday, May 2, and | am in need of a few adult volunteers to help
serve on the planning committee. If you or anyone you know has
AYyiSNBald Ay &dzLIRNIAYy3I / [t/ Qp
know!

Wanna Get Involved?

I am always on the lookout for people who want to get involved
the lives of our middle and high school students. Please contag
me if you are interested!

in

—

In Christ,

Joshua Yound@irector of Student Ministries

For more information about student ministries events,
contact Josh Young (joshyoung@clpc.org).

Savethe-Date

On Saturday, April 17, 10:00 a.m.
In Fellowship Hall

CLPC Women's Ministry will presen

Karen Porter, author and humorist, Gx’»E 4 pr

in a program called & )
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Spawn®:

CLEAR LAKE

DO YOU LOVE ME?

FEED MY SHEEP.

—

More than sixty years ago, America
Christians joined together to respond td
the worldwide devastation caused by
World War Il. Recognizing what a diffe
ence we can make when we work
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have continued to support One Great
Hour of Sharing ever since. In responsge
G2 wSadzaqQ OFrfftx adg
to the offering support Self Develop-
ment of People, Presbyterian Disastgr
Assistance and the Presbyterian Hung
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One Great Hour of Sharing continues to
offer hope for those most hopeless; we
walk toward recovery and wholeness
with those whose lives have been sha
tered by disaster, and we stand with
communities facing the slower crises 0
hunger, disease, unemployment, an
environmental degradation that make
them vulnerable even before disaster
strike. In sharing resources with peopl
in need around the world, we not only
gAlySaa D2RQa f2@S
we feel it moving in our own.
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Suggestion: Place a container on yo
family table. If you have children, it
could be a fish bank. Once a week durir
Lent eat a simple meal and put thg
money saved in the container.

g

Presbiferian Church
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Val entineds Dinner

Valentines is a time of caring, sharing
and, yes, even romance. What a great
feeling it is to love and be loved by oth-

er s. During Val ent i ne@LPC Wil khe GdduTeam Yaedu

students will be providing a special Val-

entineds Dinner i n Fe thewehsithangthehanner at thereg

vations are $5.00 per person, $8.00 per
couple and $12.00 per family.

We will also be remembering those who
are feeling unloved and unwanted in this

Women Build 5K Walk
February 2%, 2010: 2 to 5 PMJniversity of
Houston Clear Lake

hyOS +3aFLAy GKS 62YSy 2F [ [t/ oAl
the Bay Area to raise funds for a Women Build house in Dickinson.
Each house built costs $65,000 and the Walk is a major part of the
fundraising. The sign up fee is $35 and this includes yshirt Once
you have signed up you will receive your own website that can be used
to raise additional funds for the Build.

ny

means our name will be on theshirt,

of the walk. We will also have one f
day of construction on the site. 7
register go towww.bahfh.com Sigr g
up as an individual walker but put Cle
Lake Presbyterian Church in for te:
name. CLPC had over 40 walkers

season of caring. Inspired by the words 2SI N®» [ SG6Qa R2 I KAlA @ 8§
of Mother Teresa, al |Yow havepauestionsf gortacte @onr, National Partner
your young server for his or her wonder- Nyquist at 281488-6896.

ful service will go to Eagles Lift Minis-
tries, a ministry specifically designed to
reach out to young, homeless pregnhant
women (The ministry that will receive
our donations was provided by Sara Kin-
caid.)

Being unwanted, unloved, uncared for,
forgotten by everybody, I think that is a
much greater hunger, a much greater
poverty than the person who has nothing
to eat. ~Mother Teresa

Preschool Play Date
Our next Preschool Play Date is sched-

uled for February 21 ' at 11:15 a.m. Mark
your calendars and plan to come out for

fun, tantrums and snacks!

For more information about
YFM events,
contact Joshua Trahan
(joshuatrahan@clpc.org
or 281-488-6731, ext. 330)
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To
Find Your Sweet Spot

For every woman whooés felt misclast
wonder thdwhidts | was i mmaghewhatdving o
and serving out of fAthe sweilst s|pot ¢
a place that marries mission and ministry with sweet satisfaction.
The trick is learning to recognize it, and living daily in a way that
embraces | ove and opportunity. |Fingc
energized, and God will be glorified!

You are invited to a fun time of rest, praise and insight at the

2010cipcf ~| t } AE fttzt} s
February-28, 2010

Victorian Resort & Conference Center, Galves

Cost range $107 $194 for the weekend
Please see registration handout for details and to register.
Register Online:
http://2010clpcwomensweekendevent.eventbrite.com
Scholarships Available

CLEAR LAKE
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http://www.bahfh.com/

"Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His sairt®5alm 116:15

Bereavement Committee Thankful for Helpers

cleoli CLPC receptions after a funeral or memorial service don't just happeey take a lot of planning and
Sty work, most often at very short noticeTo prepare for a reception, usually held at the church, the
Deacon Bereavement Committee gathers and sets up suppliefoaddthat has been donated, serves
during the event, and cleans up afterwarBage Jones, who ahairs the committee with Kirsten Banfield, said that the
committee tries to provide a comfortable, peaceful setting in which peoplegeaeat and visit with friends and family after
their loved one's service.Others on the committee aréary-Anne Collins, Jody McKinney, Betersavage, Ann Sung
andNancy Vernau.

In order to gather food for the receptions, the committeelies heavily on small groups, Sunday school classes other
groups orindividualswho wereclose to the deceased persoithe committee would like to thank the Singles' Class, who
donated a large amount of food and was a tremendous help thighreception held aftethe memorial service for Katie Blair.

The next Board of Deacons meeting will be on Sunday, February 21 at 12:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.
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Here are a few:

#1 Biblical mandate- The Bible is full of Scriptures that tell us to go, to serve, to be the body of Christ to a hurting world (Isaiah
61:1-2; Psalm 82:3; Proverbs 19:17; Matthew 19:2tts 1:8; Matthew 28:120;Galatians 5:13; Ephesians-8:;71 Peter
4:10).

#2 A natural responseWhen we worship God, the natural response is to serve ott&srice and missions cannot be safd
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#3Jesus modeled the missional lifé. KS 32 aLJSt 6S02YSa 3I22R ySga 2yfte & Ali A3
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#4 It builds unity in the body of Christ: KS f 2 Ol f OKdz2NOK Ydzad y2d4 Flrtt Ayda2 GKS
member its missional covenant with God. Through serving together, we grow together as a faith community.

#5 It is an expression of our gratitudeto Gol.a A Y A a i NB G2 21
consumerist activity. It is the antidote to the sélfo & 2 NLJG A 2 Yy X é (i
by McNeal).
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#61t keeps our focuscleae S I NB OFfft SR (2 tA@S Ay GKS 62NIRX odzi y2d :
our bearings and get sucked into thinking the values of the world are real, when in fact, as believers, we must liveshly diffe
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UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE:

+ Mission Blitz¢ February 2Q; is a churchwide day of service. Look for more information in this publication.

¢ I FOAGEG F2NJ | dzYlgFabiuary 212 YSYy Qa 2 | £ 1
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+ Help the Santa Anita Presbyterian Church in Lima build their website.
+
+
+
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Participate in a mission trip to Lima in July.
Participate in a Habitat for Humanity build.
Use your Goebiven gifts and passions to build the kingdom. Be creative. There is no limit to what God can do
through the people of God to transform this community and the world.

+ Volunteer as a teacher or tutor at Cross in the City High School for one hour per week to help a student earn a ligh
school diploma.

+ Tutor an elementary school student one hour a week through our apartment ministry at Bay Place Apartments.

CLEAR LAKE
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*m ':',._= M Galatians 5:22,23
'/ﬂ'ff‘. ‘\Yv\' The fruit of the Spirit is love joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
s . gentleness, and selfontrol.

D Remember to live with the Spirit of God and reach out to the lonely and bring them
Older Adults into your circle of friends..

Keeping Spiritual Joy in Christ,

Patti Wooten, Senior Adult Program Coordinator

MONDAYS 2 Y SNE Q 9 E SNDA & SCommestait Yo gay MWHR7:00 &.1. $yCelebration Hall.
The Joy of Writing Clasgeets on the first Monday of each month at 10:30 a.m. in room C201.

TUESDAWAdult G.A.M.E. Fellowshipat 11:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Bring a snack to share, and a friend {
enjoy the fellowship playing games like Bridge, Scrabble and Rummikub.

WEDNESDAR®Ible Study for Memeetsat 9:30 a.m. in room L205 anhddies Bible Studygeets at 9:30 a.m.
in The Living Room.

Look for the sigrup sheets for O.A.K.S. TRIPS AND EVENTS in Philadelphia Hall.

Feb.08, 2010 Lone Star Pinball Museum, departing at 10:30 a.m.
March 22, 2010 Brenham Wild Flower Trip, departing at 9:30a.m.

Hrst Annual Talent S

Dust off your dancing shoes, warm up your singing voice, limber up your musical instruments
Whatever performing talents you have, prepare to share them with your friends and family at
Clear Lake Presbyterian Church on Sunday evening, February 14, 2010.

The Global Outreach Committee will be sponsoring the First Annual Talent Show to raise fund

assist adults going into the mission field. Plans are in process for opportunities to go to Taiwa

GO9y3IftAAK /I YLE fSIR 6@ W2S YR !yy {dzy3asz |

Bible School and Medical Mission to Lima, Peru with First Presbyterian Church of Kingwooqg
God calls us in many ways to many places.

If you want to perform, coordinate or work behind the scenes, please get in touch with either
Mary Ann Barnett at (281)333942 or David Stocker at (281)48831.

Ouwr prayens ane with...
+ Saturday Night Worship leader, Robert Ashley and fam
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Save the
Date!

Go Texan/
Chili Cook

Sunday,
March 7, 2010

12:15 p.m.
Celebration
Hall

The CLPC Loaves and Fishes
Alternative Gift Market was a
great success this year, raising

over $7,000 for local and global
ministries! Many thanks to all of
you who generously gave in
honor of your friends and family;
these gifts will keep on giving
throughout the year and are
greatly appreciated!
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"LENTIN THELVINGROOM'
Small Groups Forming

Signups for Lenten Small Groups began in January and will
continue through February 14. All who are interested are
invited to participateg visitors as well as members. New
groups of 515 members will be formed especially for this
study; existing small groups are also encouraged to take
part.

The study will begin the week of Ash Wednesday (February
17") and conclude the week of Easter (April 4th.)

During each week of this series, groups will meet either in
YSYoSNRa K2YSa 2N I
trained leader to facilitate their time together.

How Dol SIGNUP? Signups will take place in Philadelphia
Hall after each service beginning on Saturday, Janury 2
through Sunday, February'7(After that, on line signups

will be available.) Look for the poster and table in Philadel-
phia Hall. You may also sign up on the CLPC website
(www.clpc.org by going to Ministries, Small Groups, Lent
in the Living Room Siddp.

How wiLLI KNOWWHATGROURMIN? Group assignments
will be posted in Philadelphia Hall beginning the week of
February 6/7 and February 13/14. You will also receive
either an email or phone call from your group facilitator to
let you know when and where you will be meeting.

If you have questions or need more information, please
contact Steph  Greensteigphgreen-
stein@hotmail.comor 832366-5208.

GKS OK

SMALL GROUP NEWS

The Small Group Committee held a Leader break-
fast on Saturday, Januatyi& Fellowship Hall.
This was an opportunity to follow up with recently
-trained leaders to see how things were going.
We also had lively rounthble discussions with
current leaders about various topics related to
their groups: what are you studying now? (Sheryl
Mireles reminded us that this is a question that
gSQft o0S FalAay3a 2@SNI |
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what areas would you like help, etc. And we went
over various resources available to our Small
Groups, especially the Small Group Ministry page
on the CLPC website http://clpc.org/
smallgroup.html

Sheryl then offered a mini course on Biblical
9l dZA LAY I 6F a. Ao0fS ad
Stephen Ministries for small groups.)

The breakfast was definitely worthwhile and it

as..epthusiastical recejved by, all whao at-.
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at our next event!
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