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gether. Our faith in Christ leads us to have an outward expression of that faith in the world. The church was never ir
| tended to exist for itself. Because of that, there will always be many opportunities to be involved in ministry and Ser-
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go Texan/ Chili Cook - Off
Sunday, March 7, 12:15 to 1:30 pm

hyOS 3FAy AdGQa NRRS2 GAYS Ay 1 2dzad2ys a2 Lzt [2d
7, ready to join with your church family afterwards in the sampling of those favorite chili recipes. Then finigh
off the meal with homemade fruit cobbler and ice cream. Plan now to make your favorite chili and enter itfi
one of the following categories: vegetarian, hot, mild, or unusual. There will also be a prize for the most c
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groups to decorate a table with a western motif. Sign up in Philadelphia Hall or email your entries to Conn
Nyquist at Lnyquist@sbcglobal.com .

A corral with activities for young children will be set up in the middle of Celebration Hall so parents can vi
with your friends old and new while your children play safely nearby.

This will be a great day to invite your friends;workers and neighbors to join
you for worship and all the fun afterwards
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program, or relationship, there have been kinks and confusions to be worked out.

Still, I have been delighted by the ways | see this ministry taking root in our congregatign.
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who have given sometimes weekly transportation for members of their flocks receiving
treatments at the Medical Center.

The truth is, the church staff cannot care for all the needs of every member of our congregatidng for one another
is something we arall called to do. The deacons, whether they are shepherds or ministry team members, model to us

how to care for one another, in and out of crisis. Shepherding deacons in particular inform of us of the needs of the coh-

gregation so that we too might be agents of caring.

How we give and receive care is an outgrowth of our spiritual formation. It takes courage to admit that we need help apd

care. Infact, | would even say ittakestrgst Ndza i G2 {(y26 GKF G 2dzNJ @dzf YSNF 6Af A
to give careg courage to sacrifice our own séifterest for the sake of helping another and at the same time courage to
set wise limits in how we care.

So, | want to say thank you to our deacarthank you to all the ministry teams for helping at memorial services, bringing
communion to homebound members, taking care of our college students, organizing the Dinner Club 8, providing mea
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and responding in emergency care situations. And many thanks to our shepherds for giving consistent and thoughtful care

to our church family.

Blessings,

Pastor Rachel

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING OFFER

A% E A T Palm Sunday Weekend

C‘ '3’ March 27 and 28
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(=) = calls us to share that love with those who need it. Today w
. - can respond to his call through a generous gift to the Ong

© <) ans in taking that call seriously, we can bring hope to thg
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Program and the Presbyterian Committee on the Self Deve
opment of People.
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Mortgage Balance below $3,000,000

Our mortgage balance which was $4,400,000 in September 2005 has been reduced to $2,904,015 at t
January. We have come a long way! Thanks to everyone who sacrificed and stepped out in faith to
down this debt. In addition to the $75,713 extra payments from the capital campaign in December and

[ = —_—. U

January, an extra payment of $47,292 from 80% of the 2009 ministry fund surplus was made.

In 2003 after discovering mold the previous year and determining the old Sunday School building was not
economically repairable, the congregation set out on a vision to build a new Christian Education Buildin
build out the 29 floor of the Church Life Center. These facilities now allow us to serve the congregatio
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By making extra payments above the original minimum payment and paying down the debt, we have
saved over $97,000 in interest since 2007. When we pay the mortgage off early, that will free a large a
money each month for use in ministry. By paying off the mortgage early, we also can avoid having to r
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pay
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the mortgage in October 2015 when the current loan becomes due. That saves a large refinancing fed and

avoids the risk of having to refinance at higher interest rates.
Thanks for your faithful giving and pledging!

Your CLPC Finance Committee
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Hi CLPC community,
| just wanted to give you an update of

GgKIGQa
dent ministries:

God Bless!
In Christ,

Josh Young
Director of Student Ministries

For more information about Student
Ministry events, contact Josh Young
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Last month, our students raised
just over $1600 for Cross in the
City through the Souper Bowl of
Caring. Thanks to everyone who
contributed!

On March 6, we would like to in-
vite all confirmands (with their
parents) and mentors to worship
together at the 6:00 pm service, tg
be followed by dinner at Fud-
RNXzO1 SN aH

Spring Break is coming up, (Mar 14

-20), and we are hammering out
the details for some fun activi-
tiest be on the lookout for further
announcements!

(joshyoung@clpc.org
or 281-4886731, ext. 308).

OOPS!!

(Outreach Opportunities are Plentiful

S.N.A.GSaturday Night After Church) is coming March
6!!!
What: A time to get together for pizza, fellowship,
fun and inspiration
When: March 6 right after Saturday Night Worship
2 Ywherd: Feflowshlp HAIIQa & U dzm
Why:to hear/see Kara Swindler share about her
mission work in the Czech Republic

GO TEXAN Chili Cook @fback by popular demand on
March 7 at 12:00 p.m. Sign up in Philadelphia Hall to
bring your very best pot of chili OR a cobbler.

Galveston Street MinistryyCLPC goes to Galveston the
third Saturday of every month to serve the homeless.
Meet by the crosses on March 20 at 7:00 am. Questions
Contact Tricia Miller gbatricial215@att.net

Habitat for Humanity Build Join us on March 6 to help
build a home for a deserving family. Questions: Contact
Doug Blanchard atoug.blanchlaw@gmail.com

Haiti UpdateBecause of your generosity, we were able
to send over $7500 to Haiti for relief efforts through the
Medical Benevolence Foundation and Haiti Education
Foundation. Thank you, church.

Second Saturday CelebratianSave the date April 10
at Lighthouse Christian Ministries in Bacliff.

Taiwan Mission Trip
When:Aug 27 to Sept 11, 2010
What: To encourage first year students at the de-
partment of religion and philosophy to speak English.
Anyone who speaks English (even Texaglish) is
gualified to participate.
Cost:Approximately $2700 (Some scholarship money
is available through global missions)
QuestionsContact Ann or Joe Sung at
apcsung@yahoo.com.
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mailto:patricia1215@att.net

8l We are kicking March off with a Family

Movie Night in Fellowship Hall! At
6:00pm on March 3, we will be showing
the new VeggieTales adventure
oPistachi o: The
This witty and encouraging story of-
fers a nutritional, modern twist on the

Di sney classic O0Pi

the value of family and learning to lis-

ten. This gathering is family
school students, too!

On March 31, CLPC&6s young

coloring Easter eggs for homeless children in
Galveston (sponsored by our Galveston Street
Ministry). Please mark your calendars and plan
to participate with your children. Also, if you
are interested in traveling down with GSM to
deliver the eggs, please contact Joshua
Trahan at joshuatrahan@clpc.org or by calling
(281) 488 -6731, ext 330.
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changing lives

sharing

resonroen

March will see our One Great Hour of Sharing offering for
2010. OGHS provides financial support to people and families
around the globe who are sick, hungry, displaced and ravaged
by war, poverty and natural disaster. Children will be receiving
their coin boxes on March 7, and we would like to encourage
our children to collect and offer their own funds to this great
cause. The offering will be collected on March 28. For more
information, visit www.pcusa.org/oghs.
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Anyone desiring to honor a friend,
family member or event by providing
s t tinel fowers in e sanctuaey for Satur-
day and Sunday services may sign ug
on the calendar in Philadelphia Hall.
The cost is $50. Donors may take the
flowers home after the 11:15 service
on Sunday. Many donors choose to
leave the arrangement so that the
deacons can break it down into smaller
bouquets to take to shuins or those
in the hospital.

For more information about
Young Family Ministry events,
contact Joshua Trahan
(joshuatrahan@clpc.org
or 281-488-6731, ext. 330)
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A previous Currents article sought to focus on the shepherding function of some of the deacons, wjth
clarification of this important role that they fulfill.

This month, we will focus on the shepherding activities of one such deacon, Ann Sung.

Ann and her husband Joe are well known to many of the CLPC family, having ved
here for quite a few years in various capacities. , -

While on vacation in Japan last year, Ann received an email from one of her flock requesi
that she call that personds mother, who /r a [(nur
woul d soon be out of town. Ann proceedé&da t he mo

internet calling service.

Joe and Ann return periodically to their native Taiwan. While visiting her father on one such jourae
Ann | earned from a CLPC prayer chain |l ast De*cember that
who was studying Chinese in Taipei at that time. Through the church, Joe and Ann were able to cOntact
the son and had dinner with him on the day before his birthday, thus celebrating the birthday as well as Christmas with fhim.
They were also able to introduce him to new friends in Taipei.

These events exemplify how technological advances have made it possible for our deacons to provide congregational ¢are

regardless of where they may be in the world at that momarg wel | as the deaconsd® dedijcat
ing.
The Sungs will return to Taiwan again shortly. Ann will

enabling her to spend time with him. Joe will study at a Taiwanese seminary. We look forward to their return and to hgaring
stories of how God is using them there.
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